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2026–2027 School Year

Global Classroom Activities and
Observances Calendar 

Classroom-ready ideas to celebrate learning, culture, community, 

and our shared world.



Thanks for everything you do to help learners worldwide thrive!

— HMH International

Welcome

At HMH®, we celebrate the educators who inspire curiosity, build

community, and help every learner grow.

Created for educators teaching all around the world, this calendar

highlights international observances, selected regional celebrations,

and flexible classroom activities that can be adapted across grade

levels, subjects, cultures, and school calendars.

Inside, you’ll find:

Flexible classroom activities for every month

International education, literacy, culture, science, and

sustainability observances with links to related activities

Selected regional and cultural celebrations

Choose the activities and observances that are meaningful and

appropriate for your school community.

https://www.hmhco.com/hmh-international
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This calendar includes internationally recognized observances and a representative selection of regional celebrations. Practices vary among countries,

cultures, faiths, communities, and individual schools. Dates based on lunar or religious calendars should be confirmed locally.
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August 2026

Building Our Learning Community
 Every classroom is a community. Start or refresh the year by helping

students learn about one another and establish shared expectations

for learning.

 

Featured Activity: Spark Classroom Conversations

Build classroom connections through quick partner discussions. Share a

prompt, have students discuss, then rotate partners and continue.

Sample Prompts:

What are you proud of?

What tradition matters to you?

What do you hope to learn this year?

What is one thing others should know about you?

Extension: Have students create their own discussion prompts to use

throughout the year.

Get more ideas on Shaped

https://www.hmhco.com/blog/classroom-community-building-activities-for-elementary-students
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September 2026

Literacy Connects Us
 UNESCO established September 8 as International Literacy Day to

remind the public of the importance of literacy. What better way to

celebrate the day than by exchanging books?

 

Featured Activity: Book Swap

Host a classroom or school-wide book swap and organize books by genre.

Encourage every student to leave with a new book. For students without a

book to contribute, offer a "Take a Book, Leave a Smile" option so everyone

can participate.

Extension: Have students write a short book recommendation card to place

inside the books they share.

Get more ideas on Shaped

https://www.hmhco.com/blog/international-literacy-day
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https://www.hmhco.com/blog/international-literacy-day
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/international-literacy-day
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/phases-of-the-moon-activities-and-lesson-plan-ideas
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/phases-of-the-moon-activities-and-lesson-plan-ideas


October 2026

Celebrating Teachers and 

Global Voices 

Get more ideas on Shaped

 

Featured Activity: A Message of Appreciation

Celebrate the people who make learning possible. Invite students to create

a short note, poem, illustration, audio message, or video thanking a teacher,

mentor, family member, or other person who has supported their growth

and learning.

Extension: Have students complete the prompt: “A teacher helped me grow

by…” and share their reflections in a class appreciation display or gratitude

wall.

Teachers help students find their voices, discover new possibilities,

and develop the knowledge and confidence to shape the future.

https://www.hmhco.com/blog/teacher-appreciation-week-posters
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https://www.hmhco.com/blog/happy-national-teacher-appreciation-week-ideas
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/how-to-teach-indigenous-peoples-day
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/how-to-teach-indigenous-peoples-day
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/4-tips-to-teach-students-news-media-literacy-in-the-digital-age
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/4-tips-to-teach-students-news-media-literacy-in-the-digital-age
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/4-tips-to-teach-students-news-media-literacy-in-the-digital-age
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/fun-halloween-writing-prompts-ideas


November 2026

Season of Gratitude 

Gratitude and kindness can strengthen relationships and help

students recognize the many people who contribute to their

learning and community.

Get more ideas on Shaped

 

Featured activity: Create a Global Gratitude Wall

Students identify a person, place, opportunity, tradition, or part of the natural

world they appreciate. Display the responses in students’ home languages

whenever possible.

Extension: Complete one age-appropriate class service or kindness project.

https://www.hmhco.com/blog/free-kindness-activities-for-the-classroom
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https://www.hmhco.com/blog/dia-de-los-muertos-day-of-the-dead-activities-for-students
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/dia-de-los-muertos-day-of-the-dead-activities-for-students
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/diwali-activities-for-students
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/how-to-promote-kindness-in-our-kids


December 2026

Traditions of Light and Renewal
Communities around the world mark the changing year through

celebrations connected to light, family, reflection, generosity, and

renewal.

Get more ideas on Shaped

 

Featured activity: Explore a Tradition

Students research or share an age-appropriate cultural or community

tradition.

Questions:

What symbols are associated with the tradition?

What foods, stories, music, or art are connected to it?

What values does the tradition express?

How has the tradition changed over time?

Extension: Create a class Traditions Around the World display. Students can

contribute a drawing, photo, map, timeline, or short description highlighting

a tradition they researched and explain what makes it meaningful to the

people who celebrate it.

https://www.hmhco.com/blog/fun-winter-solstice-classroom-activities
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https://www.hmhco.com/blog/hanukkah-classroom-games-activities-for-elementary-students
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/celebrate-national-arab-american-heritage-month
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/celebrate-national-arab-american-heritage-month
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/christmas-hanukkah-holiday-classroom-games-activities-crafts
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/7-kwanzaa-activities-lesson-plans-for-elementary-students
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/classroom-new-years-activities-for-students


January 2027

Imagine, Create, and Improve
 A new calendar year provides an opportunity to reflect, set intentions,

and imagine new possibilities.

Get more ideas on Shaped

 

Featured Activity: 100 Ways to Learn and Grow

Challenge your class to create a list of 100 questions, ideas, actions,

inventions, books, words, acts of kindness, or ways to improve the school or

community. Students can work individually, in pairs, or in small groups, then

combine their ideas into one collective list. Encourage creativity, curiosity,

and collaboration as students discover how much they can accomplish

together.

Extension: Have students vote on their favorite ideas and select one to bring

to life. The class can create a poster, launch a service project, write a story,

conduct research, or develop a simple action plan to turn an idea into reality.

https://www.hmhco.com/blog/100th-day-of-school-activities-ideas
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https://www.hmhco.com/blog/classroom-new-years-activities-for-students
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/7-kwanzaa-activities-lesson-plans-for-elementary-students


February 2027

Languages Tell Our Stories
 Languages carry stories, histories, knowledge, and identity. A

multilingual classroom gives students more ways to learn from one

another.

Get more ideas on Shaped

 

Featured Activity: Build a Classroom Language Collection

Celebrate the languages and cultures represented in your classroom by

creating a shared collection of words and phrases from students’ families

and communities. Students can contribute translations, pronunciations,

illustrations, or examples of how the words are used in everyday life. This

activity helps build language awareness, cultural appreciation, and a

stronger sense of belonging.

Suggested Categories:

Welcome

Friendship

Learning

Family

Hope

Community

Extension: Create a classroom multilingual dictionary, poster, or digital

display featuring the collected words. Invite students to teach the class how

to say a few key phrases and discuss what these words reveal about

different cultures and communities.

https://www.hmhco.com/blog/english-language-developmen-articles-resources-for-teachers
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https://www.hmhco.com/blog/classroom-lunar-new-year-party
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/classroom-lunar-new-year-party
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/famous-female-scientists
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/famous-female-scientists
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/famous-female-scientists


Ideas for a Better World
 Students can use creativity, science, mathematics, language, and

technology to explore challenges and propose solutions.

 

Featured Activity: Pi Day Scavenger Hunt

Students can use mathematics to better understand the world around them.

Celebrate Pi Day by challenging students to find circles in the classroom or

around campus and explore how π helps us measure and solve real-world

problems.

Discussion prompts:

Where do we see math in everyday life?

How can math help us solve problems?

What patterns did you discover?

Why is π important?

Extension: Measure the circumference and diameter of several circles, then

compare your results to see how closely they match π.

March 2027

Get more ideas on Shaped

https://www.hmhco.com/blog/pi-day-scavenger-hunt-for-middle-school-students
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https://www.hmhco.com/search?supercategoryid=SITERESULTS&term=animals
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/what-is-pi-day-and-why-do-we-celebrate-it
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/what-is-pi-day-and-why-do-we-celebrate-it
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/st-patricks-day-writing-prompts-activities
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/national-poetry-month-activities-for-middle-and-high-school-classrooms


https://www.hmhco.com/blog/earth-day-activities-games-for-elementary-students


https://www.hmhco.com/blog/how-does-art-help-students-academically
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/grades-6-8-ela-activity-set-4
https://www.hmhco.com/blog/earth-day-activities-games-for-elementary-students


https://www.hmhco.com/blog/what-is-a-gallery-walk-in-education


https://www.hmhco.com/search?term=wild+weather


https://www.hmhco.com/musiclabs


https://www.hmhco.com/blog/juneteenth-activity-lesson-plan
https://www.hmhco.com/musiclabs
https://www.hmhco.com/search?term=science+activities%3A+conservation
https://www.hmhco.com/search?term=science+activities%3A+conservation
https://www.hmhco.com/search?term=science+activities%3A+conservation


https://www.hmhco.com/blog/strategies-for-building-community-in-the-classroom


https://www.hmhco.com/blog/phases-of-the-moon-activities-and-lesson-plan-ideas
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