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What Is Reading?
The Simple View of Reading contends that 
reading is the product of two cognitive 
elements—language comprehension and 
decoding.1 Reading instruction therefore must 
focus on both of these essential elements. 
Successful decoding ensures that words are 
read accurately. Inaccurate and non-fluent 
decoding impacts negatively on reading 
comprehension. You cannot read if you can’t 
decode accurately. However, you cannot learn 
to read by just learning to decode.

In order to decode print, students need phonemic 
awareness skills and phonic knowledge.

Kate Nation, professor of experimental 
psychology at St John’s College, Oxford states:

“The idea that phonics is kids just barking at print 
is such a limited way of looking at things—good 
phonic knowledge opens the world.… Phonic 
knowledge is critical.… It allows children to access 
all sorts of exciting elements of word play….”2

JillE Literacy® uniquely combines 
the processes of decoding and 
language comprehension.

How Should Decoding 
Be Taught? 
There has been a push in recent years to teach 
decoding using highly decodable texts. James 
Cunningham discusses this in his paper, What 
Really Matters in Teaching Phonics Today: Laying 
a Foundation for Reading. He states:

“In its period of heaviest use—from 2000–2010—
highly decodable text exhibited a trade-off for 
students. On the one hand, it was easier for 
students to apply their phonics knowledge to 
decoding the words because they did not have 
to simultaneously comprehend or identify the 
majority of words by recognizing them as literary 
and informational texts require readers to do. 
This increased ease, however, was gained at the 
expense of transfer.… Some struggling readers 
were locked into reading only decodable text for 
years because they could not make the leap to 
reading ordinary text.”3

JillE Literacy: Skills In Context
JillE Literacy uniquely combines the processes of 
decoding and language comprehension, using 
highly engaging, non-decodable texts to teach 
phonics skills in context. 

Explicit support is incorporated into whole-group 
and small-group  lessons, which provide a 
meaningful context for learning rather than 
teaching skills in isolation. This approach 
provides immediate opportunities for students to 
apply new skills to their reading, which also 
makes learning more purposeful and engaging. 

JillE Literacy scaffolds these decoding skills 
throughout the series to ensure students acquire , 
reinforce , and practice them in order to build a 
solid foundation for proficient reading.
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