
Unlock your students’ potential 
with Open Middle problems

How can Open Middle® problems help your students?
Ever thought your students understood a lesson, only to find out later they didn’t?  
Open Middle problems can help! Created by our author Robert Kaplinsky, they emphasize equity and  
engagement in math learning. These problems:

•	 Make students think deeply about concepts, skills, and procedures

•	 Promote problem solving and skill application

•	 Uncover hidden misunderstandings

•	 Create a classroom environment that values exploration, discovery, and reasoning

Tips for using Open Middle problems with your students:
•	 Prepare ahead: Solve problems in advance to ensure smooth lessons.

•	 Instant insights: Students can complete problems through Extra Practice in their student editions or assigned 
on Ed for instant insights.

Transform your math classroom with Open Middle problems and watch your students thrive!

Robert Kaplinsky, MEd, is a mathematics educator with more than twenty years 
of experience. He has worked as a teacher and teacher specialist for Downey 
Unified School District and as an instructor for the University of California, Los 
Angeles; presented at conferences throughout the world; created the #ObserveMe 
movement; and cofounded OpenMiddle.com and the Southern California Math 
Teacher Specialist Network. His work has been published by Edutopia, Education 
Week, the American Educational Research Association, and many others. 



Try these Open Middle Problems with your class today!

Grade 6

Using the digits 0 to 9 at most one time each, place a digit in each box to make a triangle with corresponding 
height and base lengths that has the corresponding area.

Grade 7

Use the digits 0 to 9 exactly one time each to make 3 angle measures that can form a triangle and three angle 
measures that cannot.

Algebra 1

Using the digits 1 to 9 at most one time each, place a digit in each box so that the coefficient of the product x2 is 0.

Grade 8

Using the digits 0 to 9 at most one time each, place a digit in each box to find possible lengths for missing sides.

(          x -          ) (         x2 +          x +          )

area =                   square units 

units

units

Is a triangle:	              °,                       °,             °

Is not a triangle:	                    °,	              °,            °
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